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Cinematography is the use of the camera to record
on film the scenes of the screenplay for a movie pro-
duction. The work of the cinematographer involves
the use of correct lighting and composition to create
the images that will bring out the significance of a
scene as visualized by the film director.

The elements of cinematography are: lighting,
which helps to create drama, mystery, suspense, and
humor; composition or the arrangement of people and
objects within the frame; and movement, which in-
cludes the mobility of the camera to change a vantage
point in an instant.

Cinematographers work directly with the produc-
tion crew or shooting unit in the setup of a particular
scene. They scrutinize the set together with the direc-
tor and instruct the camera operator where to position
the Mitchell or Arriflex. They tell the gaffer where to
place the lights and how to adjust the lighting, run an
exposure meter over the faces of the actors, and peer
through the contrast filter to check the relationship
between light and shadow. When everything is set up,

they advise the director who then steps up to the
camera to approve its setup shot. On the director’s
signal or call for “Roll Camera . . . Action . . .!” the
camera starts grinding, the actors perform until the
director yells, “Cut!”

From “photographer’” and “cameraman” the title
has evolved into “cinematographer.” The early Filipi-
no director/producers like Jose Nepomuceno and Jose
Domingo Badilla were first of all highly competent
professional photographers. Lighting then was basic
illumination, merely to allow the camera to record
images on film. But these pioneer filmmakers knew
that cinematography was more than that. They knew
the magic of the camera and lighting devices and fol-
lowed their products to the laboratory, nursing each
picture up to the projection room where it told its
story on screen. Later, they learned to improvise to
find solutions to problems of illumination and lack of

CAMERA CREW. Cinematographers in major studios were
honed In their craft by veteran directors like Gregorio
Femandez, here shown with his camera crew on the set of
LVN's Luksang Tagumpay, 1956. (LVN Film Archives)
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